INTRODUCTION

Partksit - Nataka - Cakram ( TORRLATEIR) s an
impressive collection of Sanskrit dramas, In these days when
the study of Banskrit is fast declinimg and when most of
the writers with a flair for writing are turning to provincial
fanguages or their mother-tongues to compose their literary
works, using the ancient sacred langnage of India for
determined poetic and dramatic effort certainly bespeaks devotion
wnd earnestness afd calls for admiration

Pandit Parkshit Starma is an expert in his native
language, Telugu, and au acknowledged Pandit of Sanskrit,
trained both in the time-honoured Sanskrit tradition and the
modern University education, baving M. A.to his credit.
The plays presented here come on the background of his
poetic accomplishment, He is the anthor of Zalite-Gita-
Leheri, (Bfsasfaex®), a collection of Iyrical songs,
ValodharZ (TQU), an epic in 20 cantos, which won him
the prestigions , Kalidfisa award, Aksaya- Gifa - Ramdyane
{ agaftaammm ), whicll sings the glory of Rima, He has
wntten another epic, Prafapa - Ringyana (TON-TE), a
Drose work 7z Af no divasa gaah (B g R frawt ) and =
theoretical work on Sumndarya-mimirsE (a\ dftaiat ),
21l of which are ready for press end will be duly published.

s -

Of the 27 plays in this collection 14 are based on Puriflic
themes, the subjects taken from the AMalGbkGrala, Ramayane
and stories contained in these national epics. The themes are
presented in the clestical pattern of = 2andl (%) wnd a
pri 7 ( WEaTaA ) introducing the play and its author and
suggesting the openifig scene, But the play is developed
not through a single or several ‘acts’, but through a
number of ‘scenes’, Similarly though the suthor follows




(2)

the traditzonal style of composing the dialogue in a mixture
of prose and verse, there are <ongs in many plays which
cai be set to Indian classical music and rendered mm screnhific
rdgas and fale measures.

Kaca DeraySniyam ( ®9%30187) 15 the well known
episodic story The emphasis 18 not on Kaca's acqmsition
of Sangfrani vidya { ®RIA RAA1) but on the mmual love of
Jaca and Devayfmi and on both being presented as
sccomplished 1 dance and music the fine arts which draw
them together apart from
handsame personalities

Srdianam (umm) dramatizes the familar eprsodein
Dasaratha s Itfe from the Rama)ana which KahHd3 ahasal cused
tuthe Aaghu amsa ‘The fatefal error by which Dacaratha kills
Sravala austaking the sound of dipping a pot n a niver lor
that of dtnking water by a wild elephant and the stbsequent
gref of Stivallas old and blind parents which results i therr
desthe are sufficiently tragic  I'he author nces these colonrs,
no donbt But he stresses more the charm of wild natnre which
strikes both Dasarathe in bis hunt and the boy §ravana

who moses out in search of drinking weter for hrs thirsty
parents Turtler

the attraction of youth and

the anthor Tings an unexpected cheerful
note 1t th = tragedy by showing Dasaratha taking the curse
a< 8 pronuse thet he wil] be blessed with & son  Sometimes
calamties spell happiness though rarely!

rarikgtam (SQfgeR) bes o mnovative  anmgle
The death of ParTksita 1s known trom the Mak@bhdrata Buttle
wotive that led to Ins death and the manner of Nts fnlfilment are
presented in imagmative scenes

Aartanaf3ld (ATRTP1) s 8 story of ATcabaradle But
the emphesis 15 on King Visitas harem Kicaka s passion fo
Satandhi? and her confrontanon witk him The death of
Ricela is suggested only through a stage direction at the end
Va'valx { Bhims } coming to the tryst dieguised &8 Sarandhs]
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Vajram Vayrene Bhidyate (% 33m M@l ) déielops
the story of Drupada's treachery towards DroNa, through the
scenes of Drona’s utter poterty, the urge to open the eyes of
Drupada, and ending with the noble pardon which Drolia
bestows on .his childhood compauton intoxicated with royal
power and wealth., The underlymmg lesson 1s that soft
meastres are of no use aganst hard hearts and that
hardness must be met by matching hardness alone

Prabodhanam (SRTIAR) 13 Kiste's encounter with
Karha whom he enlightens on the true story of his birth
that he 1s Kuntt's first son thus trying to win bim oter to
the side of Pandavas There 15 alsc a scene in which Kunti
pleads with Karna, reminding us of Tagores play Karhas
loyalty to Duryodhana shines out

A continuation of the theme 1s found m Zndriye S:3hd

(T ©1) where Karna hands over his armour and
ear rings to the disguised Indra “The play 18 remniscent of Bhisa s
Karnabhara, But the author reconstructs the meeting between
Stirya and KarDa which leads, according to the epic verston to
the exchange of mvincible Sz4f¢ for Karna's magmificent gift
This 1s & dramatization of the epic event, rather than a tragic
projeciion of 8n uncommon personality caughtrin the grip of
nemesis, which Bhfsa artistically presents

Gurudaksinz ( m"ﬂ) 13 & play about Raghu’s gift to
Kantsa, the puptl of the sage Varatantu. The story in K5lidasa s
Raghuramsa is dramatized here with remarkable vividness of
detail, imaginative construction of situations and with an
awareness of the ancient Indfan virtuous tradition of muntficence
and of selfless fulfilment of & vow and a promise, underlining
the great qualitres of both the donor and the rectpient

5 Ullaragograhanam (SVLNENL) turns fo Makabharata
showing Brhanm‘xla (Anuna) helping Pnnce Uttara agamst
the Kaurava attack. to free the cows for Kug Virta
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Sapna Amruddham (FER-BEEZR) s a love theme
{rom BkFgavala,snd 1s hendled delicately with the elements of
a young girl's dream of love, the playful harem etmosphere
of Tlove-talk, music, panting of picture portrait, and a

d of female ct es Partkafam 1s devord
of a heroine and 1s d d by male ck

Dhanurbhangem ( SIHFH) hes the RAmIyans story of
REma breaking the formidable bow of Sivaand winning Sitd as
his bride. ‘The svayarrrars s presented on the lines of Indumet]

svayamzara in Kalidasa"s Raghuvamia

Biigmapratitia  (WMEPM) is a2 dramatezation of
ﬁanlmu’s passtion for Satyavati and of Devavrata Bhisma's
terrible vow of lifelong celibacy to enable his royal father to
marry the fisherfolk king's voluptuous and beautifnl daughter.

In S3zety? (WRAY) 1s shown her winnlag the life
of her husband from the God of Death by her utter devotion
and faitk  This 13 a story which proclaims the unparalleled
vistue of Indiru womanbhood

KadvyGvalaranar (€FAMOTL) presents the story of the
bitth of R@mdyana. But the anthor does not follow BhavabhTu's

in U Gl 1le, tather, he constructs the
domestic life of Ratufikara ( VAlmiki), bis sssocistion with
Bhilla lads and & Bhilla spouse, till his encounter with Nrada
changes hls life, The krawiica incldent s merely touched,
The play vivifies the colours of the eatlier wild, unsoctal Iife,
projecting the transformation that came over Ratnilarz, when
he realised that even his wile did not care for him personally,
and which changed him Inte VAmild ander the guldance of
Nerads,
%

The next set of & plsys develop themes which have a
basts In history, historical Iegend or lives of famons men, that
tave found & place In folk tradition.
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Raksabandhanam ( TOWARAH,) is about Alexander
( Alakgyendra ) and his confrontation with the Sindhu King
Purusottama, + The Kashmir King Awmbhi has alzeady sided
with Al der and is d g about b ing the ruler of
entire Bhirata. Alexander is powerless before Purusottama.
Alexander may have lost his life; but Purusottama sends
him honourably back to Greece, because he has accepted
raksabandkana from Rajani, & PArasika girl, who has fallen in
love with Alexander and who has fastened the s5447 on the
wrist of Pnrugottama, as a boly symbol of sisterly affection,
Bound in sacred honour Purugottama must protect his sister
Rajani, This is the signi of raksabandh

Varghamihiva (SOERRT) is a~ sort of biographical
play, Mihira’s prediction that the prince would die at the age
of five. comes true as the flagstaff carrying the symbol of boar
( var@ka ) falls on the child and Eills him, in spite of all the
precauntions taken by the king. The king who was wroth with
the astrologer and had bunished him from his kingdom, seeks
him out now, installs him in his court, and gives him the
name of Varshamibira, The device which kills the child-prince
bears a resemblance to the trick which ended the life of
Parlksita in the MahZbharata story.” There is an element of
suspense and wonder in both the plays,

Bilkaniyam (ReHTR) is the story of the Kashmir
poet Bilhala who falls in love with Princess Y&mini and is
ordered to be beheaded by the king. The author brings here the
motive of anuloma vivika (a Keatriya girl marrying a Brghmata)
which the king considers to be against the approved Bhirata
tradition. The ministet, the queen and Y&mini herself argue end
plead with the king that there is nothing untraditional in thit
love and marriage, The king accepts it finally: as a * marriage
between Music and Titerature ’, and withdraws the death

anish The scenes b Bilhana and YEmini resembts
those of musleal Iessong between Udayanz and VEsavadatts
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The suthor does not use Bilhaha’s love-poem bnt composes s
own verses

Rayraya Jdam (TFT m) 18 based on the history
of Hampi the founding of ViayZnagara empire by Harthara
and Bukkarfya with the enc g and bl of
Vidy3ranys ‘The play stresses the unbounded regard and deso
tion of Hartharaand Bukka for the traditional glory and splen
dour ef Bhirata, and their firm resolve to restore them, preserse
them and perpetuate them by establishing a centre of political
power A scene depicts even the common people ficed by
patriotism and ready to lay down thelr lives vealth mental
and physical might for the cause of national glory The
governing note of the play 18 selfless devotion and sacrifice
for the glory of the Nation Hence the title Rasiraya rdum
na mama, QFH HAAA )

Atmarpanam ((STEITOH, ) 13 the story of the conguest
of Sunbegede fom Maofth® bistary  The authac catches
Marathi atmosphere nsing & number of Marath) terms n
sanskritized form ‘The famous words of Sivijt at the supreme
sacriftce of Tandf are rendered as  HOFAME gETAIT Ry
&Y gm0

Paritartanam (‘3’&!‘5”{) 13 about Purandaradisa of
Karnitals who by a stunning experience was converted from
the lfe of an unscrupulons Brahmin merchant to thatof a
devotee of Shri Krgha An elemeny of marvel works 1n this
play but it does not mnterfere with the dramatic structure

A prcullanty of tins set of Igstorical plays is that they
are vot opeped by the Sttradhirz and his wife, but by two
modern men or women,y They speak about a Sanskrit drawmatic
performance and this provides the opportunity for witroducing
the play and its auther  The modern opening as well es the
latter-day soclal setup bring slso a new vocabulary, The
authot nses mhch inventiveness in constructing his scenes and
sauskntizes vermacular or current words conslstent with the
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atmosphere, Amnother pecnliarity still is tbe patriotic songs
which are nsed in some of these plays.

o .
The social plays breathe a differeot air. Modern themes
are set 1n modern at phere, and the dialogue and language

are consistent with a touch of modernity. A manager of the
theatrical production introduces the play and the playwnght,
speaking before a mike, -

Pinaiifz (TAQIE) is 2 drinking house, = hotel. It is
mainly a conversation play, in which the anthor discusses the
language problem  Through the 3 of the ch
he makes out g patriotic and reasoned case for Sanskrit as the
national language of India, suggesting the study of mother
-tongue at the primary level, Sanskrit and Eoglish at the
secondary and Migher levels, Rindll béng stndied as a practics)
1 The play sp to be dist and the debate
or discussion lias ~the colons of a symposinm. But the undra-
matic tone is relieved by contrasting characterization, by disco
music and a cabaret dance item, and amusing talk at places,

Prema pariksi (WH-30A1) stresses the need of mutual
love in senlmg marringes, but insists on the compatibility of
. 1 backg d, food habits; manners and respect
for old tradstions, The play nses scenes of a birth-day party,
household calls and young lovers’ meeting in 2 garden under
a tree on college , premises. Sundari’s pretense that she is
pregnant by another person is a bold trick that provides a real
teat for the fove of Anila and AvinZ$a who wish to marry

her. The dramatic scene between Sundari’s parents is also
amusing, especially her father’s remark, 89sf ardey Fmewrd |

Prrinitz (tRoRat ) is o play agmast dowry (4XTE% ).
Twp mediea) students who are against dowsy get thartieq in the
traditionat religious way, but withont the knowledge of their
parents, The element of surptise in the play is that the parents

of both were negotiating the marriage of the same young couple




(8)

with the customary terms and conditions of kifts of money,
ornaments and feasts,

Aparitjitam { WIUTEER ) is & conversation gmong four-five
earnest young persons whick seeks to establish that Indman Art
is undefeatable. The hero of the piece Abhinaya, assisted by his
wife Darpand expounds the besuty of Ajanta Frescoes, Eilaia
stone-carvings and sculpture of Khajureho, ‘These is a discus-
sion on »Gfya a3 well, [Hidrafiya Nalya is stated to be a
blend or nssemblage of 64 arts, an exhibution of the world of
emotions, &s the fount of beanty. The Western drama is
berated as a mere movement of the body, lacking emotion and
beauty. The suthor is not correct about the kinds of Sansknt
drame and mixes Bhazata’s dramatic modes and adhznara cate-
gores, but his enthusiaem and patnotie love ate apparent. The
character of Abhinaya uppears almost to be a setf portrait of the
author. Incid iy, the aythor taifts the etymology of Ajantk
Ellor, and gives s ideas on sawndarya; and l: provides an
opportunity for cnticising modern fashions among women and
their slavish imitation of the West.

Mat:bhramanam (RERANA) is a play either of disparate
matriage or of a modern liberated womsan, Susamd has been
married to Sumats, though she does not fove him, Sheis
in love with Sndhira who is a doctor and sppears to be in
Air Foree, Sumati has undergone an operstion for birth-control,
yet it is found that Susamf is pregnant, The doctor who
hnd performed the operation as well as Sudhira confinm that
the operation may sometimes be defective. But the additional
discovery that the two children of Susam¥ #re by Sudhira
drives Sdnati to the verge of insanity. -

Vayam Paiictdhikam Satam (T4 varfRie Wow) borrows
the central Idea from Mahfbhfrata and intends to sssert that
though different castes and occupations are beund to yemafn
in any human society, Indisns must cultivate the feeling of
Dharmattja uod, forgetting differences, must present s united
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front for the welfare, happiness, religious and political defence
of the nation, The feeling that we are all Bharaliya mmst
bind us together by bonds of affection and patriotisa. Study
of Sanskrit by all is a step in this direction, mccording to
the author. The play has au air of propaganda, and the last
scene of 2 mass meeting confirms the impression. But the
earlier scenes, where a Harijana yoes begging to the houses of
caste Hindus, as well as the opening scene of the farmers, have
the colours of socigl realism, and the pathos underlying the
traditional treatment of Harijana seen in them is tonching.

‘Na Strz St@teniryam Arkati (% W eaasaagfy ) is also
a discussion play bnt the court scenes provide some dramatic
element. The author interprets Mann's' dictnm to mean that
the woman, being a weaker sex, needs protection against Lcen-
tious, lawless and sex-crazy liberti: A Qang imitati
of un-Indian manners of dress and behaviour on the part
of young women is an invitation to the animal instincts in
man nud is apt to result in danger or death, zs the author
shows by the mutder of a wanton girl, whom™a group of boys
enjoy and kill "afterwards. ‘The author praises” Manu for
his farsightedness and advocates a correct interpretation of
his view consistent with Indian culture, o

' L 2 .

‘The collection of dramatic pieces shows some distinctive
features No d ist, even in the ical range,has written such
a large number of plays, 2 cycle of 27 dmmas, covering = wide
range of the PurRuic, legendary, hi: 1 and 5l social
themes. Inthe present days Shri S. B. Velanak:r has many
Radio and stage plays to his cxedn- but I am not sare whether
they would mzke suck™ & lxrge group and: show suck &
variety of subjects, This in itself is an achievement on the part
of Pandit Parikshit Sharma.

The author follows the conventional struéture of the
Sanskrit drama but introduces also his own varistions, The
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Puargme plays have an mtroduction s already noted by the
traditional STtradhara and s wife Nati The listorical themes
are mmtroduced by 2 dialogue bstween two friends who are
eager to see & modern Sanshnt dramatic performance In the
group of social plays a modern techmque 1s used T'he manager
of the theatrical production or director speaks to the audience
before a microphoue and introduces the play and its author -
The author uses the traditional pattern of dialogue-with a
mixture of prose and verse But the #dnd? verse 1s composed
anew to sutt the theme of the particnlar play and with many
vanations So 13 the case with the Bkarafavakya. The author
also avoids preponderance of verses which 1s the characteristic
of classical plays and of the compositionsof some modern
Sanskrit wnters There is 1n these plays an 1mpressive prose
dialogne in & smmple racy and often colloguial style The
dizlogues are interspersed with allusions and quotatious from
classicat Sansknt literature which the dramatic characters use
m their speeches In additton the anthor coms his own
subksitas, like T R strpmaEhr  (‘amRER' €. ¢)
AN TR g (‘wrmam’, T i), S
FRETAfi, g ol va SeEeR  C WiwaaE, gty 1),
5Ty anie} g (ChmeiEn’, 7 8 ) ete
Yet another feature of this collection 18 the author’s use
of modern or cutrent vocabulary, apart from the modern
settng in the social group of plays He boldly uses native or
Enghsh words hike 339, o, &%, ¥\, gom, wareh, T,
e, ol T (fort), E, WAEH (snonog) WM (tea),
or Ssuslntizes the terms hle WawY ( stethascope ), Rafifr
{ synnge ), ¥ { pant ), 9% { sturt ), ¥7 (boot), §at (suit)
frritg, /ey, wH 0 ( petucoat ), ©1F ( phone ), wf¥s, ( bottle ),
&F (bank ), ¥ &R (cnts thecake ] and the names of
vegetables and eatables or tries to translate them as in, !mzé
(teatray ), ®catgys ( Thumsup )}, &l { kettle ), &eqy wfim
( wrong phone number ), WECABAGE ( sleeveless blouse ) etc
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How far cuch 1nnovativeness svili be acceptable fo purists may
be 2 question  Yet it must be remembered that 1t 1s an attempt
to modernise Sansknt and absoth a large number of words that
have become current comns in the -day spoken e
50 that Sanskrit, as the author earnestly desires, may haye 8
footing 1n the practical Iife of the people

Although the author uses fewer verses in his dialogue, it
18 more than balanced by the songs which adorn this dramatic
collection. Pandit Pankshit Sharma 1s a Iover of art, a tramed
inutsiciat and himself & vocal smger, the plays bear ample
testimony to his musical accomplishment. Remarkable from
this point of view are * the child song of Afvatthimf,
the fishermen's song ( BRismapratiyiz ), Savitri's  hymn
of praise to Mrtyufijaya VYama, the Bhilla  song
( KavyGiataranam ), the Kashmur song and war song
( Raksibandhanam ), the cradle song  Far@hamafara ), the duet
(BilkanTyant), the two pupils’ soug on the glory of art (Rgstraya
Idam), the love lync ( Parsnif@), the sleep song ( Aafs-
bramanam) the farmers’ song ( Vayam Paricadizham Satam)
and the Hymn-song to Girean: ( Panasilz) The songs a}re
set in a vartety of scientific r@gas and they justify the author's
title AP TFTE The author proclams the glory of the
ancient Indian Is n AparZsitan, the u llefed beauty
of Indian Art, including music and dramatics, His own contni
bution to music underfines lus shill and utter devotion to
Indian traditional culture,

In fact, 1mm§asm:tablé regard, detotion and love for India’s
anctent cufture, art, {raditional tmodes of food, dress speech
and behaviour and for the Sanskrit language are the outstand
ing features of this dramatic collection  They are proclasmed
1 the prologue of each play and form the theme and subject
of some of them. Pandit Parikshit Sharma stands out as 2
patriot, fired by his love for Bhiirata and for everything tradi
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tional that §s Indian Eis advocacy for Sanskmnt 15 so open and
strong that his contention WEFATT € AR 15 justified

The only disheartenung aspect of this collection 1s 1ts
printing Almost every of its 570 pages bristles with print-errors
wW for K& ST for W1, compound expressions not written
together or the words connected by hyphen etc In some cases
where for example, neuter words Lke W are treated as
masculine, TR 15 used for TN, a syntactical error oceurs
a3 1n GEMIY ArzaRemn: Ry w9EY, one wonders whether these
are prit-errors or the anthor s own nadvertant sriting which
ke has not checked A Sanskrt knowing reader will guese
the correct text easily  But those who take np these plays
for production will have to get the script corrected before
the dislogne co:ild be mastered This js rather s senons
handicap T wish the authér had enlisted the belp of =
competent experienced Sanskrit knowing proof render before
19suing the work In printed form

Th s 13 not to gamsay the salue of this mmpressive cycle
of plays Their literary menits their = mple flowmng prose and
lueid charm og verses the del ghtful songs, the ianavative
construction of scenes at places and the wanety of themes all
commend themselres The plays have s definite stage value 100
1 wish schools colleges umversities end Radio centres take
cogn sance of these plays and rewsrd the authors labours as
well as h 8 love for Bhirata and for the Sanskeit language

+ G K BHAT
A 12 Svapnensgari Ex Director
harve Road Postpraduate & Ressarch Department
PUNT 411 004, Bhandarkar Orienta]l Research Institute,

PUNE
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PROLOGUE

Indeed it is a matter of pleasure and privilege to me that
f have brought out my dramas entitled Parikshionataka Chakram
(twenty-seven in number) to all lovers of Sanskrit Dramaturgy.
As it has been my ardent desire to compose Epical, Ristorical
and Social Dramas in Sanskrit, [ have devotedly completed
the same in time with sincere endeavour.

I thought that if in my life I contributed anything at alt
to literature that should be only through the Sanskrit
Language. Any contiibution to the ocean like Sanskrit
Language is only a drop of dew added to it. But it is a matter
of self-satisfaction that | have had the privilege to contribute
my mite to the Language which is our legacy and mirror of our
culture,

Hence with great devotion first | composed Lalita
Geeta-Lahari, a collection of lyrical paems in moderate Sanskrit
Language. All these were published in a booklet form in the
year of 1968, After that | worked earnestly on the Yasodhara
Mahakavyam with enthusiam and zeal.in the year 1970, and
published it in the year of 1976. For this Mahakavyam | have
received Akhila Bharateeya Kalidasa Award at Bhopal in the
year 1978. The Geeta-Govinda Kavyam of Mahakavi Jayadeva
and the Krishnaleela Tarangini of Narayana Teertha inspired me
to undertake a new lyrical composition in Sanskrit on those
fines. Then | chased the idea and composed Akshaya Geeta
Ramayanam (Saptapadi} in my own way in one hundred and
one lyrics subdivided into seven divisions, in the year 1981.
After this work | have taken up Telugu Poetty “Amaravani”
angd published it in the year 1982.

At'present circumstances throughout the country up to
bottom, among the students of the Educational Institutions,
Colleges and Unversities, the maral and ethical values are dete-
riarating and are in deplorable condition. The modern young



genwration lacking 1n patratism and culture Is behaving ruth-
lessly In the society having forgotten the glory of the country
At this fluctuating pawmt the prasent genetatton and coming one
may becoms inhuman and betroyed one and certainly create
many a problem to the secular society and unity 6f the country
While | was thinking in this fashion a flash of thought struck
my mind that the drama 15 the best media to instil an sthical
snd morale values w effecive manner among the existing
prodigal student community

In crazily civilised society every one wants to becoms
an actor and actress in any language to show thewr histnonic
talents and to become famous tn the fleld So with the idea
some of the students are coming forward to participate in
Sansknt drama pstitions even not k g the language
This 1s a kind of progressive situation and a sign for implemen-
ting the Sansknt language and also creating an interest among
the people in the vacillating society

At this moment | was rather convinced by my self that
through Sansknt drama depicting the greatniess of the sacnfl-
ced souls of the ancient India a considerable change may be
brought about among the student community

Now a days everywhere lovers of Sanskrit are staging
frequently one or two acts of Sakuntalam and Mrichhakatikam
Dramas on the occasion of annual functions of the cotleges
end umiversities By and large in modern busy Iife the practice
of the students is to act short skits In short time as they do not
find emple time to stage tull length dramas ©n such occasions
ard functions soms of the audience colncidentally afongwith
me witnessed the performances of students and have exprossed
thewr view 1o me that the students are staging always
tho same two dramas as If there are no dramas in Sensknt
other than the Sakuntalam and Mrichhakatikam  And some of
the connoisseurs have passed casually some remarks that 1t
wes boredom and foolishness to see the same dramas 2
numbet of times  After hearmg such remarks durning college
ennual functlons | felit that those remarks and comments of
the audience ara not baseless or far away from the facts
Restlessly contemplating on those talks | decided to



compose scrupulously short skits on new themes which would
be handy, very short, effective simple and useful to the
enthusiastic, stage-artistes at all times.

At this juncture all of a sudden the first dramatist Maha-
kavi Bhasa and his unique Natakachakram moved as a cinema-
scope before my eyes and turned into a source of my inspira-
tion  This event enthused me to undertake the composition
of 27 dramas in three sub-divisions as 14 Epical, 6 Historical
and 7 Social ones  All these dramas were wntten In temperate
and spoken language as they could be understood by the
people without any difficulty Few of the dramas of the
Natakachakram were performed by artistes in All India Radio
of Nagpur in the year 1981

1 have the privilege to state in humble manner that | am
a poet endowed with inborn great sensttivity My style and
delicacy of thought and my themes of the Kavyas bear witness
to the keenness of my perception of aesthetic sense My un-
hypocratic patniotism perseverance and love towards the
Sansknt language and my nch legacy may stand like a beacon
to the dejected and desperate fellow travellers i the field
of Sansknt hterature

1 am grateful to every individua! who devoted ther
valuable time to wnte therr opinions about this Natakachakram.

My wife Smt Ogets Sheela Pankshit Sharme, who s
working at present as an Assistant Project Officer in the Drou-
ght-Prone Area Project Ottice which 1s under Zilla Panshad
Pune has corrected the proofs of the dramas and also some-
times prepared press copies of the dramas  In this context |
acknowledge her devoted services as umique one 1 heartily
hope that the Sansknt Warld will find this Natakachakram very
useful tn all respects at all times 1 request the public to
extend the same sympathy and patronage as has been extended
to other Sansknt works

There 1s considerable delay in bringing out the Nataka-
hak owing to beyond my control | have
every confidence that the reading and acting public and
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